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FRXU \HaUV aJR, WKH aUWLVW BULH RXaLV WRRN a VROLWaU\ URad WULS WKURXJK APHULca¶V dHVHUWV, 
ORRNLQJ IRU a KRPH WKaW ZRXOd SURYLdH KHU ZLWK WKH RSHQ VSacH aQd cRQQHcWLRQ WR QaWXUH 
WKaW VKH ZaV PLVVLQJ LQ BURRNO\Q, ZKHUH VKH KaV a VWXdLR. SKH bRXJKW a SLHcH RI OaQd LQ 
WKH GUHaW BaVLQ DHVHUW RI NHYada aQd bHJaQ PaNLQJ OaQd aUW WKHUH. OIWHQ QaNHd, aQd 
VXQbXUQHd, VKH XVHd KHU bRd\ WR WUacH WKH PaUNV OHIW RQ WKH IOaW, dU\ OaQd b\ aQLPaOV WKaW 
WUaYHUVH LW, bXW aOVR LQdXVWULHV VXcK aV PLQLQJ aQd WUXcNLQJ. ³IW¶V KRUULILc WR VHH aQ RSHQ 
SLW PLQH, RU a cOHaU cXW IRUHVW,´ VKH Va\V. ³TKHVH aUH WKLQJV WKaW aUH LQWHQWLRQaOO\ KLddHQ 
IURP VLJKW.´

Using Her Body, Brie Ruais Traces The Mark 
Of Climate Change On Nevada’s Deserts
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TKH RQO\ ZLWQHVV WR KHU WUacLQJ ZaV aQ aHULaO dURQH, ZKLcK caSWXUHd IRRWaJH aV VKH PRYHd 
KHU bRd\ acURVV WKH VcaUV LQ WKH OaQd. ³AV a TXHHU ZKLWH ZRPaQ LQ WKH ZRUOd, I KaYH a
dLVcRPIRUW WaNLQJ XS VSacH,´ VKH Va\V. ³WLWKLQ WKHVH ZRUNV, WKHUH ZaV a UHYHaOLQJ RI P\ 
PaUN, P\ SUHVHQcH, P\ RccXSaWLRQ.´ BROd aQd cUHaWHd LQ aOO WKH JORULRXV bHaXW\ RI IHPaOH 
IOHVK, RXaLV¶ LQWHUYHQWLRQV VHHP WR bH a PaUNHd PLddOH ILQJHU WR WKH PacKR KLVWRU\ RI
LaQd AUW LQ APHULca, ZKLcK LV SULPaULO\ PadH b\ PHQ.

TKH aHULaO IRRWaJH ZaV WKH VWaUWLQJ SRLQW IRU ³SSLUaOLQJ OSHQ aQd CORVHd LLNH aQ
ASHUWXUH,´ a bRd\ RI RXaLV ZRUN cXUUHQWO\ RQ YLHZ aW NLJKW GaOOHU\ LQ LRV AQJHOHV WKURXJK 
JaQXaU\ 23, 2021. TKH H[KLbLWLRQ LQcOXdHV SKRWRJUaSKV cXOOHd IURP WKH VLWH-VSHcLILc 
LQWHUYHQWLRQV RXaLV PadH ZLWK KHU bRd\, aV ZHOO aV a QXPbHU RI cHUaPLc VcXOSWXUHV PadH 
LQ KHU VWXdLR LQ BURRNO\Q, aOO RI WKHP LQ dLUHcW dLaORJXH ZLWK KHU HSKHPHUaO ZRUNV PadH LQ 
NHYada.
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IQ WKH WLWOH IRU KHU VKRZ, RXaLV VSHcLILcaOO\ UHIHUHQcHV KRZ ZH, aV a VRcLHW\, WXUQ a bOLQd
H\H WRZaUdV WKH cRQWLQXLQJ dHVWUXcWLRQ RI QaWXUH, HVSHcLaOO\ LQ WKH dHVHUWV. IQ a
PHWaSKRULcaO Za\, VKH VHHV KHU ZRUN aV VKHddLQJ OLJKW RQ ZKaW LV JRLQJ RQ ² WKH
SRLVRQLQJ RI KabLWaWV dXH WR WKH cKHPLcaOV XVHd LQ PLQLQJ, WKH ORVV RI ULYHUV dXH WR RYHU-
LUULJaWLRQ, WKH JaSLQJ KROHV dXJ LQWR WKH IOaW OaQd. ³I aP RSHQLQJ XS LQIRUPaWLRQ,´ VKH
Va\V.
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TKH cOa\ VcXOSWXUHV aUH PadH RQ WKH IORRU, aQd VSHcLILcaOO\ UHIHUHQcH RXaLV¶V bRd\ ZHLJKW, 
ZKLcK VKH XVHV WR PHaVXUH WKH aPRXQW RI cOa\ VKH¶OO XVH LQ WKH ZRUN. RHVHPbOLQJ cORcNV, RU 
VXQbXUVWV, WKH VcXOSWXUHV RIWHQ LQcRUSRUaWH URcNV RU PaWHULaOV IURP WKH dHVHUW VLWHV ZKHUH 
RXaLV KaV WUaYHOHd RU ZRUNHd. MadH RQ WKH IORRU, WKH\ aUH KXQJ RQ WKH ZaOOV ² RXaLV Va\V 
WKaW LQ KaQJLQJ WKHP, WKH VcXOSWXUHV bHcRPH OLNH PaSV RI KHU SURcHVV. PaLQWHd LQ HaUWK 
WRQHV ZLWK IOaVKHV RI WXUTXRLVH aQd \HOORZ, WKH VcXOSWXUHV aUH dHcLdHdO\ WaOLVPaQLc, 
VHHPLQJ WR UHIHUHQcH aQcLHQW caOHQdaU VWRQHV WKaW WROd VWRULHV RI WKH KHaYHQV LQ WKH
OaQJXaJH RI dHLWLHV.
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A OaUJH IORRU SLHcH dRPLQaWHV WKH cHQWHU RI WKH JaOOHU\. EQWLWOHd The WhiQgV Ze bXiOd, Whe
WhiQgV Ze OeW faOO aSaUW, Whe WhiQgV Ze deVWUR\ (2020), WKH ZRUN ZaV dXULQJ WKH HOHcWLRQ
VHaVRQ. CRQVLVWLQJ RI WZR VXQbXUVWV RI cOa\, RQH ZKLWH aQd RQH bXUQW VLHQQa, WKaW aUH
bLVHcWHd b\ a VWRQH ZaOO cRQVLVWLQJ RI VWRQHV WKaW RXaLV cROOHcWHd RQ KHU caU WULS IURP
NHYada WR LRV AQJHOHV, RXaLV Va\V WKaW WKH ZRUN UHIOHcWV KRZ VKH IHOW abRXW WKH SROLWLcaO
OaQdVcaSH OHadLQJ XS WR NRYHPbHU. ³WH aUH VR aOLJQHd, ZH KaYH VXcK VLPLOaU LQWHUHVWV,´
VKH Va\V. ³BXW ZH caQQRW VHH RQH aQRWKHU.´ SLPLOaUO\, WKH WZR cOa\ VXQbXUVWV, OaLd RXW RQ
WKH IORRU, aUH RbVcXUHd b\ WKH URcN ZaOO. ³IW¶V LQWHUHVWLQJ WR PH WKaW WKHVH VWRULHV aUH
HPbHddHd LQ RXU JHRORJ\,´ RXaLV Va\V.

TR OHaUQ PRUH abRXW WKH H[KLbLWLRQ, YLVLW NLJKW GaOOHU\¶V ZHbVLWH.
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